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Athlone Literary Festival 2004

This year’s festival marked a new departure for the committee in that it was the first
time that we incorporated book launches, an art exhibition and workshops into our
programme.

The committee was very pleased with the advance publicity garnered in both the
local and national press -—there was a perception that we had managed to get our
message out to a wider audience and indeed this was reflected in the increased
interest in this year’'s event.

Official Opening / Book Launch
Aidan Heavey Public Library

Town Clerk John Walsh with Mary Farrell County Honorary Secretary Gearoid O’ Brien with Athlone
Librarian and Town CliIr John Butler author Declan Lynch

A general view of the audience at the launch of Something in the Head; Dr Harman Murtagh who launched the book
is seen checking his text in the centre of the front row with author Madeline Kingston to the right.



Official Opening / Book Launch

The Festival got off to a wonderful start when upwards of 150 people turned up to the
Aidan Heavey Library for the Opening of the Festival. Firstly they heard Declan
Lynch, Athlone born novelist and writer, who spoke about his life as a writer, his
meeting with John Broderick and his debt to Athlone before declaring the Festival
open.

The opening was followed by a book launch held in conjunction with Lilliput Press
when a biography of John Broderick by Madeline Kingston was launched together
with two re-issues of John Broderick novels, which had been long out of print.
Speakers included Madeline Kingston, author, Dr Harman Murtagh and Antony
Farrell, publisher Lilliput Press. This was a unique literary event for Athlone and was
all the more important as the publication of the three books was subsidised by a
grant from the John Broderick Committee.

Workshops

On Saturday morning The Prince of Wales Hotel was the venue for a series of
workshops and readings. The poet Paul Perry held an enthusiastic group of Primary
School children spell bound for two hours and helped them to release their creativity
through poetry and writing.

The adult workshops included the poet Rita Ann Higgins and RTE producer Tom
McGuire. Rita Ann conducted a lively workshop which was filled to capacity and
which was very highly regarded by all who attended. Tom MCGuire gave a most
insightful a/v presentation on Writing for Radio. This workshop was also very well
attended and evoked lively participation from the audience.

For those who didn’t want to attend a formal workshop there was an ‘easy option’ — a
session of Musings with the poet, playwright and novelist Dermot Bolger. In the
course of a two-hour session he spoke about his writing and read excerpts from
various books. This session proved extremely popular and rewarding for those who
attended.

As it was our first time to conduct writers’ workshops as part of our Festival we were
extremely pleased at the response and the positive feedback we received from
participants. The only criticism we received was that they could have been longer!

Publishing Seminar

In the afternoon we had a Publishing Seminar which was facilitated by Dave
O’Connell who is well known for both his work with RTE and as a local editor /
journalist. With his usual style and panache he guided panellists Paul Perry (poet),
Declan Lynch (novelist), Dermot Bolger (writer), Tom McGuire (RTE) and Katie
Hannon (RTE, political journalist & writer) in a broad ranging discussion on publishing
today — teasing out their own personal experiences of the paths to publication. This
seminar was most successful.



Art Exhibition

Levina Reeves local artist and gallery proprietor
held her first solo exhibition in conjunction with the
Festival. Taking as her inspiration for the exhibition
the works of John Broderick she produced an
exciting exhibition showing her talent in various
artistic forms. The proof of the pudding in this case
was in the picture sales — during the course of the
exhibition 17 out of some 30 works included in the
exhibition sold and others have sold since.

As our first attempt to broaden out the Festival to
include an art component we must feel very
pleased about this development.

Portrait of John Broderick

The doorway to the “Duke of Clarence” Hotel Ornamental gates near John Broderick’s home as featured in
as featured in The Flood The Waking of Willie Ryan
John Broderick’'s residence, The Moorings Heather Blazing — bog landscape near Athlone

on Ballymahon Road



Gala Dinner, Wineport

Gala dinners have been a feature of our
Festival since its inception. In Wineport
our hosts Jane English and Ray Byrne
as usual provided a very high class
dinner. We were delighted to welcome
as our guest speaker the Irish Times
journalist John Waters. This was a very
fitting note on which to conclude what
had been a most successful Festival in
which the new elements proved to be
greatly appreciated by all those who

Athlone author Declan Lynch with Westmeath Independent attended.
Editor Dave O’ Connell and John Waters, Irish Times

Mary Carty, Deirdre Collins Chairperson, John Waters Eamon & Nancy Greene with Pat Eaton and Desmond
Irish Times Columnist and Maura O’ Faolain Greene

Ernest Holloway & Sinead Eaton with Roisin O’ Hanlon ~ Honorary Treasurer George Eaton with John Waters,
& Rotary Club President James McNamara Senator Mary O’ Rourke and Deirdre Collins

ClIr. Mark Cooney with Committee Member Mel O’ Flynn  Teresa Mannion of RTE with friend and colleague Eileen
& Ann Cooney Whelan



